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Energy Balance

What dg the government’s predictions say,
about energy independence?

OR YEARS BEFORE the recent rise in big data, the U.S.

Energy Information Administration has tracked the country’s

+energy consumption and productiont For their annual +
reports, the EIA uses a computer program to predict how the country will
make and use energy if all current legislation remains the same. Then,
they rerun the program assuming different scenarios, such as a carbon
tax or increasing oil prices, to provide policy makers with blueprints for
predicting how these scenarios might affect the rest of the energy picture.
T_ooking back the data reveals that the U.S. continues to use less energy *
while making more of it, suggesting that we're actually on our way toward
energy independence. The economic crisis and recent increases in natura
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ENERGY CRISIS The Iranian
Revolution causes a worldwide
energy crisis as oil exports
became inconsistent, and U.S.
energy consumption dropped.
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ENERGY INDEPENDENCE
The difference between what
the U.S. produces and what
it consumes is an estimate
of how close the country is to
energy independence.

CAR FACTOR Part of the
reason the predictions
overestimate production
so wildly is because it was
+originally asstimed that
transportation would continue
to require more and more
energy, when in fact it is has

+
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PREDICTING THE FUTURE Beginning in 1977,
the Energy Information Administration began
publishing annual predictions for U.S. energy
needs. The thin lines represent how much energy
the EIA thought the U.S. would make and need.
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FINANCIAL CRISIS The
financial crisis of 2009
preceded a sharp dip in
consumption, and a slight

Hip in productign. Predictions”
show that we thought we would
bounce back more quickly
than we did.

FRACKING The recent uptick
in U.S. production is largely
attributable to natural gas,
captured through fracking—in
2012, 700,000 barrels were
extracted daily.
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CONSERVATION Down the
road, as regulations requiring
LED light bulbs and higher fuel
efficiency standards for cars
take effect, U.S. consumption
will decrease. Legislatiog that

| unfolds over several years is
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CASE BY CASE Description of the cases and

why the EIA makes them and how, and name
ERCA

MODEST GROWTH Text

+ . g + ..
about significant revisions to
the consumption predictions
following the 2008 financial
crisis.

THE FUTURE A bit about
what the individual cases
in the context of energy
independence.
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